How Dogs are Judged
Classes:

Puppy 4-6 – for dogs at least 4 months but under 6 months on the day of the show

Puppy 6-9 – for dogs at least 6 months but under 9 months on the day of the show

Puppy 9-12 – for dogs at least 9 months but under 12 months on the day of the show

Bred by Exhibitor – for dogs that are not Champions and are exhibited by the breeder who is the owner in the AKC records

Owner-handler – for dogs handled by their owners

American-bred – for dogs born in the USA

Open – for all dogs American bred or foreign bred

Dogs always compete first in each class and then the bitches.  Ribbons are given for first – fourth place in each class.  Ribbons may be “withheld” by the judge if the judge feels that the dog is not worthy of the placement. 

Many times a puppy (6-12 months) is mature enough for the Open Class, but sometimes it may not have enough coat or muscle so it is entered in the Puppy Class.
Sometimes a class is divided by size (Beagles 13” and 15”), color (Cocker Spaniels – Black, Parti, and ASCOB), weight (Dachshunds – under 12 lbs. and 12 lbs or over).

Winners:

When all of the male dogs have shown in the classes, all of the first place winners compete for Winners Dog.  They enter the ring with the Open Dog first and ending with the Puppy Dog 6-9 months.  Once a Winners Dog is chosen, the dog that placed second to the Winners Dog in its class then returns to the rings with the remaining first place winners and competes for Reserve Winners Dog.  

When all of the female dogs have shown in the classes, the same process is used to determine Winners Bitch & Reserve Winners Bitch.
The Winners Dog and Winners Bitch win points as determined by the American Kennel Club and as published in the catalog.
The main reason that a dog is awarded Reserve Winners Dog or Bitch is that if the AKC disqualifies the Winners, the Reserve Winners will be awarded the points.  Therefore it is important to wait at ringside if you won a second place ribbon.
Best of Breed (BOB):

All of the champions, the Winners Dog, and the Winners Bitch compete for BOB.  Usually the judge has the steward call the competitors in with the male champions, female champions, Winners Dog, and then Winners Bitch.  The winner goes on to represent that breed in the Group judging.
Best of Opposite Sex (BOS):

After the BOB has been chosen, the judge chooses the best of opposite sex from the other dogs in the ring.  If there is not a competitor of the opposite sex, no ribbon is issued.
Best of Winners (BOW):

If the BOB or BOS is the WD of WB, then it wins BOW also.  If neither the WD or WB won BOB or BOS, the judge chooses between the two of them for BOW.  If there is only a WD or a WB, no BOW ribbon is awarded.
Groups:
There are seven groups – Sporting, Working, Hound, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting, and Herding.  The BOB winners in each group enter the ring and placements first – fourth are awarded.
Best in Show (BIS):

After the seven group winners are selected, they enter the ring to compete for BIS.
What a Judge Judges On
As a judge goes over each dog in the ring he is comparing him to a mental picture of the perfect dog of that breed as published by the AKC.   He judges each dog on:

1)  Physical structure (head, teeth, feet, bone structure, muscle tone, etc.)

2)  Condition (proper weight, condition of coat, animation, etc.)

3)  Gait – as seen from front, side, and rear.

4)  Temperament – penalizing heavily for shyness or viciousness.
