Calcasieu Kennel club, Inc.

BYLAWS

(Revised 2006)

ARTICLE  I

NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the Calcasieu Kennel Club (CKC).

ARTICLE  II

PURPOSE

Section 1:  The purpose of CKC as set forth in the Articles of Incorporation are:

· to do all in its power to protect and advance the interest of all breeds of pure-bred dogs; 

· to encourage sportsmanlike competition at dog shows, obedience trials, agility trials, and other sanctioned events;

· to conduct dog shows, obedience trials, agility trials, and other sanctioned events under the rules of the American Kennel Club; 

· to promote and provide education for the public pertaining to pure-bred dogs.

Section 2:  The Club shall not be conducted or operated for profit and no part of any profits or remainder or residue from dues or donations to the Club shall inure to the benefit of any member or individual except that the Club shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered provided that a majority of the Board of Directors approves the payment and a majority of the membership present and voting approves the payment after being notified at the previous general membership meeting.         

ARTICLE  III

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Classes of Membership

A. ACTIVE MEMBER-any individual eighteen years of age or over who is in good standing with the American Kennel Club and who subscribes to the purposes of this club.

B. JUNIOR MEMBER-any individual under eighteen years of age who is in good standing with the American Kennel Club and who subscribes to the purposes of this club.

C. HONORARY MEMBER-any individual nominated by the Board of Directors for outstanding service to CKC and approved by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting.  Such individuals, if they choose, may maintain their active status through payment of their annual dues.

Section 2: Rights and Privileges

A. Active members shall have all rights and privileges of membership.

B. Members in other classes:

1. may attend membership meetings at which they may be heard but shall not vote;

2. shall be ineligible to hold office or serve on committees, except in an advisory capacity.

Section 3: Application for Membership: Written application for each class of membership, except Honorary Membership, shall be made on the official form and submitted to the Secretary with the appropriate fee.  Membership shall be granted by a majority vote of the members present and voting following the procedures set forth in the Standing Rules of this club.

Section 4: Dues

A. On or before April 15th, the Treasurer shall notify each current member of the amount of his dues.  Dues should be paid prior to the meeting held on the second Tuesday in June but may be accepted after that date with Board approval.

B. A change in the dues' structure for any class of membership shall, upon recommendation of the Board of Directors, be submitted to the members for approval by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, provided notice of such recommendation has been sent with the notice for the meeting. 

C. The fiscal year shall be June 1st to May 31st.

Section 5: Forfeiture of Membership

A. Membership of an individual shall be automatically terminated if the annual dues have not been received by the Treasurer prior to the meeting held on the second Tuesday in June. 

B. A member may resign after fulfilling all obligations to CKC.

C. Disciplinary Action: Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors, the membership may censure, suspend, expel, or otherwise discipline any member of CKC for violation of the purposes of CKC, the Guidelines, these bylaws, or other causes deemed sufficient by the membership. 

1. American Kennel Club Suspension.  Any member who is suspended from the privileges of the American Kennel Club automatically shall be suspended from the privileges of this club for a like period.

2. Charges.  Any member may prefer charges against a member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the best interest of the Club.

a. Written charges with specifications must be filed in duplicate with the Secretary, together with a deposit which shall be forfeited if such charges are not sustained by the Board following a hearing. The amount of said deposit is to be determined by the membership and set forth in the Standing Rules of this club. The Secretary shall promptly provide a copy of the charges to each member of the Board.

b. If the Board considers that the charges do not allege conduct which would be prejudicial to the best interests of the Club, it may refuse to entertain jurisdiction.

c. If the Board entertains jurisdiction of the charges, it shall fix a date of a hearing by the Board not less than three (3) weeks nor more than six (6) weeks thereafter.

d. The Secretary shall promptly send one copy of the charges to the accused member by registered mail together with a notice of the hearing and an assurance that the defendant may personally appear in his own defense and bring witnesses if he wishes.

3. Board Hearing.  The Board shall have complete authority to decide whether counsel may attend the hearing, but both complainant and defendant shall be treated equally.

a. After hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by complainant and defendant, the Board may by a majority vote of those present suspend the defendant from all privileges of the Club for not more than six (6) months from the date of the hearing.

b. If the Board deems a more severe penalty than described in (a) is appropriate, the Board shall recommend to the membership that the penalty be expulsion, censure or other discipline.  Suspension shall not restrict the defendant's right to appear before his fellow members at the ensuing Club meeting which considers the Board's recommendation.

c. Immediately after the Board has reached a decision, its finding shall be put in written form and filed with the Secretary.  The Secretary shall then notify each of the parties of the Board's decision and penalty, if any.  If a membership vote is required, then the Secretary shall notify each member of the date of such vote.
4. Expulsion. Expulsion of a member from the Club may be accomplished only at a meeting of the Club following a Board hearing and upon the Board's recommendation.

a. At a regular or special meeting of the Club held within 60 days, but not earlier than 30 days after the date of the Board's recommendation, the defendant shall have the privilege of appearing in his own behalf after the President has read the charges and the Board's finding.  No evidence shall be taken at this meeting. 

b. Any disciplinary action shall have the approval of two-thirds (2/3) of those present and voting.  If expulsion is not approved, the Board's suspension shall stand.

Section 6. A former member who forfeited membership for any reason shall apply as a new member.

ARTICLE  IV

OFFICERS

Section 1. The officers shall be the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and three (3) Directors. 

Section 2. Qualifications

A. To be eligible for election, candidates for President and Treasurer shall have served a minimum of one (1) year as a member of the Board of Directors within the preceding three (3) years and have attended a minimum of six (6) regular meetings during the twelve (12) months prior to his nomination.

B. To be eligible for election, candidates for any other office shall have attended as a member a minimum of four (4) regular meetings during the twelve (12) months prior to his nomination.

Section 3. Term of Office

A. The term of office shall be for one (1) year or until a successor has been selected and assumes office.

B. The term of office shall begin at the close of the meeting of their election.

C. Any part of a term in excess of six (6) months shall be considered a term in deciding eligibility for election.

D. The absence of any member of the Board of Directors from three (3) consecutive regularly scheduled meetings of the Board shall be considered neglect of duty and just cause for removal from office.

Section 4. Vacancy in Office

A. A vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the Vice President.

B. Any vacancies occurring on the Board or among the offices during the year shall be filled until the next annual election by a majority vote of all the then members of the Board at its first regular meeting following the creation of such vacancy, or at a Special Board meeting called for that purpose; except that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled automatically by the Vice President and the resulting vacancy in the office of Vice President shall be filled by the Board.

Section 5. The duties shall be such as are implied by the respective titles except as otherwise stated in these bylaws and include the following:

A. The President shall : 

1. be the chief executive officer and official representative of CKC;

2. assume other duties assigned by the Standing Rules or Board of Directors; 

3. may appoint, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, a Parliamentarian as the need arises.

B. The Vice President shall:

1. in the absence of the President, assume the duties of the President;

2. assume other duties assigned by the Standing Rules or Board of Directors;

3. succeed to the office of President for unexpired term in the events of a vacancy in that office.

C. The Secretary shall:

1. record the minutes of all meetings of CKC and of the Board of Directors; 

2. maintain an up-to-date roster of all members;

3. notify all officers of their election and all committees of their appointment; 

4. handle the Club's correspondence; 

5. assist the officers or Show Chairman with correspondence; 

6. assume other duties assigned by the Standing Rules or Board of Directors.

Section 6. Bonding. The offices of President and Treasurer shall be bonded at Club expenses.

Section 7. Removal from Office.  The Board of Directors shall recommend to the membership the removal from office of any officer for just cause.  The removal from office shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the membership present and voting.

ARTICLE  V

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1. Nominating Committee

A. The Nominating Committee shall be composed of three (3) members and two (2) alternates appointed by the Board of Directors at their March meeting.  No more than one (1) member serving on the committee may be a member of the Board of Directors. 

B. The chairman shall be appointed by the Board of Directors.

C. To be a member of the Nominating Committee the individual shall have been a member of CKC no less than two (2) years.

Section 2. Duties

A. The committee shall meet and consider the qualifications of all proposed candidates and shall select one nominee for each office.

B. The consent of all nominees shall be secured by the committee.  However, if the nominee withdraws his name prior to the second Tuesday of May, the committee shall submit the name of another consenting candidate.

C. The committee shall submit a report of nominations to the Secretary who will, prior to the second Tuesday of May, notify each member of the candidates so nominated.

Section 3.  Nominations from the floor. 

A. Additional nominations for any office may be made at the May meeting provided that the person so nominated verbally consents to be a candidate or submits written consent.

B. No person shall be a candidate for more than one office. 

C. The additional nominations which are provided for herein may be made only from among those members who have not accepted a nomination of the Nominating Committee. 

D. Nominations cannot be made at the annual meeting or in any manner other than as provided in this section. 

Section 4. Election Procedure

A. All elections shall be by ballot at the annual meeting in June. 

B. The President shall select two (2) persons who are not nominees to act as tellers. 

C.  If there is only one nominee for each position, a voice vote may be taken at the June meeting.

Section 5. Decision

A. A plurality of the valid votes cast shall elect.

B. In the event of a tie vote, succeeding ballots shall be taken until the tie is broken.

ARTICLE  VI

MEETINGS

Section 1. A minimum of six (6) regular meetings of the Club shall be held in the Parish of Calcasieu at such hour and place as may be designated by the membership.

Section 2. Special meetings, held in the Parish of Calcasieu, may be called by the President and shall be called by the President upon written request of at least nine (9) members who shall specify the purpose of the meeting, and no other business may be transacted at that meeting.

Section 3. Notices of all meetings of the membership shall be mailed/e-mailed by the Secretary not less than five (5) days before the date of the meetings.  Notices of special meetings shall include the specific purpose for that meeting.

Section 4. A quorum at all meeting of the membership shall be seven (7) active members, including two (2) officers. If one of those officers is not the President or Vice President, a President pro tem shall be elected by the membership present. 

Section 5. The annual meeting shall be held in the month of June.

ARTICLE  VII

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall be composed of the elected officers.

Section 2. The chairmen of the two upcoming shows shall be ex-officio members, without voting privileges, of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. General management of the Club's affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors including:  

A. establishing goals and objectives and directing the business and financial affairs of CKC; 

B. adopting and/or revising the necessary Standing Rules and polices to implement these Bylaws; 

C. appointing all standing and ad hoc committees; 

D. processing all complaints or requests for disciplinary action against a member; 

E. recommending to the membership any proposed changes in the dues structure; 

F. recommending to the membership the removal from office of any officer for just cause;

G. removing any committee member for just cause; 

H. considering and making recommendations on applications for membership. 

Section 4. A minimum of six (6) regular meetings shall be held in the Parish of Calcasieu at such hour and place as may be designated by the Board. 

Section 5. Special meetings, held in the Parish of Calcasieu, may be called by the President and shall be called by the President upon written request of three (3) members of the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Written notices of all meetings shall be mailed/e-mailed by the Secretary at least five (5) days prior to the date of the meeting.

Section 7. A quorum shall be a majority of the Board.

 ARTICLE  VIII

COMMITTEES

Section 1. Ad hoc committees shall be appointed by the Board of Directors.

Section 2. The President shall be an ex-officio member, without voting privileges, of all committees except the nominating committee.

Section 3. A quorum for any committee shall be a majority of the committee.

Section 4. The Board of Directors has the authority to remove any committee member for just cause.    

ARTICLE  IX

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the proceedings of CKC in all cases not provided for in these Bylaws or in the Standing Rules or policies.

ARTICLE  X

AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended, in whole or in part, at any regular or special meetings by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present and voting provided that the proposed amendments shall have been mailed to each voting member at least fifteen (15) days in advance.

Section 2. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting without previous notice by a ninety-nine percent (99%) vote, provided that the proposed amendments shall have been approved by the Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club.

Section 3. No amendment to the Bylaws that is adopted by the Club shall become effective until it has been approved by the Board of Directors the American Kennel Club.    

ARTICLE  XI

DISSOLUTION

Section 1. The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members.

A. In the event of the dissolution of the Club, whether voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, none of the property of the Club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of the Club shall be distributed to any members of the Club.

B. After payment of the debts of the Club, its property and assets shall be given to a charity organization for the benefit of dogs selected by the Board of Directors.            
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